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later scenes to suffer I mean his entry in full madness
decorated with floweis This can be done - noimally I
should say it should be done - as a scene of greatness in
pathetic rum Here it was taken as essentially lyrical,
pretty, lovably so, not unlike Ophelia's madness
Thought and affliction, passion, hell itself,
She turns to favour and to prettincss
The reading is risky, but consistent with the te\t, and one
which renders the risks Shakespeare has forced the less
dangerous, for here the 'mouse' and 'toasted cheese' pas-
sage and the cruelly difficult running exit gitw natuially
from the conception Lear was a child igun Had this been
grafted on to, 01 lather floweicd from, a peifoimince start-
ing with something of a despotic giandcur, it would indeed
have been exquisite, of an extreme, if delicate, poignancy,
darting light into the gloomiest caverns of mental agony
As it was - one must retuin to the complaint, if only be-
cause certain tiny tucks of expression kept lermndmg one
that this was the same whimsical figuie of the opening -
Lear had already shown a Puckish humoui > thcie had been
in him more than a trace of Justice Shallow, he was ahcady
a lovable, child-like, figure The contrast - and Shakespeare
works continually by such contrasts - was gone
The play's heart is the Storm scene, or scenes These pio-
vide a complex of fascinating pi oblems and the Nt w 1 heatre
production raises them in a peculiarly inteicsting fashion
Here, if anywhere, the critic of lomantic and metaphysical
leanings is likely to have reason for attack, here, if any-
where, I found myself all but whole-hearted in admnation
Normally such imaginative set*pieccs as Leai 's two open-N
ing declamations demand some static formality, imprinting,
if only for a moment or two, the temporal with eternal
status But here the first words wcie spoken in complete
darkness, then the lights came up sufficiently to show Lear
and his two companions separated, 01 at least separating*
Lear walking apart, alone, across, and down 1 he heath was